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TO:  All News Editors 

 

USTDA Supports Energy Efficiency at NWC with Million Dollar 

Grant 

In a brief ceremony held at the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job Creation on  

August 14, 2014 a Grant Agreement was officially signed between the United States 

Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) and the National Water Commission (NWC) 

for the partial Financing of an Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Project in 

Jamaica. 

Chairman of the National Water Commission, Senator Aubyn Hill, in his opening 

remarks, detailed that the grant agreement will provide the National Water Commission 

with technical assistance to the value of more than US$1M to partially fund this 

important and transformational project. 

“It is common knowledge that the National Water Commission is the single largest 

energy user in the public sector. In the process of harnessing, treating and distributing 

180 million gallons of water per day across Jamaica’s hilly terrain, we are the JPSCo’s 

biggest customer and about one quarter of the NWC’s operating cost involves energy 

costs,” said Senator Hill. 

In light of this situation, the chairman argued, the strategic priorities of the NWC have 

been organized to include the drive to decrease the average energy consumption by the 

NWC from US42 cents/ kWh to US26 cents/ kWh by 2020.  “This intervention by the 
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USTDA therefore is not only magnanimous, but timely, strategic and most consistent 

with our own objectives,” he further stated.   

Mrs. Maura Barry Boyle, Mission Director for the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), before officially signing on behalf of the US Government  said 

that the genesis of the grant funding was in  President Obama’s visit to Kingston for the 

U.S.-CARICOM Summit in 2015, where he announced the launch of the Clean Energy 

Finance Facility for the Caribbean and Central America (CEFF-CCA). Drawing upon the 

expertise of the U.S. Trade and Development Agency and the Overseas Private 

Investment Corporation, and in coordination with the U.S. Agency for International 

Development and Department of State, the $20 million initiative will catalyze public and 

private sector investment to support clean energy projects in the region. 

Mrs. Maura Barry Boyle expressed her overwhelming pleasure to be associated with the 

renewable energy project.  According to Mrs. Barry, “with this grant, NWC will be able to 

tap into new sources of capital to finance these investments.  In addition, this grant will 

help develop innovative financing mechanisms that will allow NWC to benefit from lower 

costs of electricity and reduced electricity load, without high upfront capital 

expenditures.” 

Hon. Dr. Horace Chang, Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth 

and Job Creation who delivered the main address identified many of the specific actions 

to be carried out under the project. These include: 

1. Completion of detailed Energy Audits of at least ten (10) major, high energy 

consuming facilities that will guide the implementation of appropriate energy 

reduction strategies and to establish appropriate energy monitoring systems. 

2. Implementation of renewable energy initiatives at key facilities.  

3. Effecting a programme of replacing inefficient electro-mechanical equipment at 

selected facilities. 

The Minister welcomed the US Government assistance and emphasized the critical 

importance of energy efficiency at NWC to Jamaica’s economic growth targets. 
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NWC President, Mr. Mark Barnett, expressed heart-felt appreciation to the USTDA for 

the US$1M assistance and said he was confident that it will be used to maximise 

efficiencies at the enterprise. 

Under USTDA’s technical assistance, U.S. based companies - Resource Mobilization 

Advisors and Ameresco – have been selected to conduct site screenings, renewable 

energy feasibility studies and energy efficiency audits for the NWC. They will also 

evaluate financing and legal structures for potential project financing.  
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